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Table 01 Cotton World Supply, Use, and Trade (Season Beginning August 1)
(1000 MT)
D2 22 2022/23 2023 /24 2024 5 20 i} )
Production
China 5,813 6,695 5,955 6,967 7,294
India 5,291 5,726 5,530 5,225 5,025
Brazil 2,356 2,552 3,172 3,701 4,082
United States 3,815 3,150 2,627 3,138 3,073
Pakistan 1,306 849 1,524 1,089 1,089
Australia 1,274 1,263 1,089 1,219 280
Turkey 827 1,067 695 860 697
Other 4,211 3,945 3,916 3,770 3,705
Total 24,804 25,247 24,508 25,970 26,145
Domestic Use
China 7,272 8,208 2,470 8,491 8,382
India 5,443 5,334 5,552 5,443 5,443
a Pakistan 2,330 1,894 2,112 2,351 2,373
§ Bangladesh 1,916 1,676 1,687 1,785 1,764
3 Vietnam 1,459 1,404 1,437 1,742 1,764
% Turkey 1,872 1,633 1,437 1,546 1,502
o Brazil 694 695 733 738 762
__%R Other 4,207 3,692 3,605 3,797 3,893
9 Total 25,193 24,538 25,033 25,804 25,883
Imports
Vietnam 1,444 1,400 1,434 1,737 1,785
. Bangladesh 1,840 1,524 1,649 1,753 1,764
o Pakistan 280 980 697 1,328 1,285
< China 1,694 1,357 3,259 1,129 1,176
é Turkey 1,203 912 776 971 1,023
> India 218 376 193 662 610
; Indonesia 561 362 402 431 435
Other 1,405 1,207 1,180 1,350 1,504
Total 9,244 8,217 9,590 9,370 9,581
Exports
Brazil 1,682 1,449 2,680 2,835 3,157
2 United States 3,059 2,711 2,558 2,501 2,656
Australia 778 1,347 1,255 1,138 1,110
India 815 239 503 288 283
Benin 388 239 229 250 250
Turkey 123 187 302 312 218
Greece 310 290 212 234 207
Other 2,134 1,496 1,015 1,583 1,699
Total 9,290 7,950 9,652 9,231 9,580
Ending Stocks
China 7,439 7,262 7,993 7,585 7,657
India 1,828 2,357 2,025 2,181 2,289
United States 1,002 1,012 686 871 936
Australia 1,088 1,047 919 1,042 246
Brazil 446 855 615 744 885
Argentina 339 400 475 529 578
Pakistan 419 332 403 457 446
Other 2,939 3,260 2,866 2,837 2,794
Total 15,500 16,525 15,982 16,245 16,532
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FESPA TO LAUNCH TEXTILE FOR GLOBAL TEXTILE
PRINTING COMMUNITY

FESPA is building on its 60-year
heritage in screen and digital print-
ing for textile applications with the
launch of Textile, an event dedi-
cated to printed textiles, apparel
and decor. The first edition will take
place alongside FESPA Global Print
Expo, its co-located shows Person-
alisation  Experience, European
Sign Expo, as well as the newly in-
troduced Corrugated event, at Fira
Barcelona from 19-22 May 2026.

Comprising an exhibition and dedi-

cated conference programme, Tex-
tile is designed specifically for visi-
tors who work with printed textiles
including garments, sportswear
and interior décor. The event will
serve as a concentrated platform
for producers of these applications
to explore industry trends, see the
latest innovations, and exchange
knowledge and expertise.

The exhibition space will showcase
various textile-related technologies
and consumables, including: roll-to-

roll machinery; direct-to-garment
(DTG) and direct-to-fabric (DTF)
machinery; design and workflow
software; embroidery and sewing
equipment; finishing equipment;
material and apparels; inks and
coatings; and more.

In the free-to-attend conference
sessions, delegates will hear from
experts on topics such as enhancing
productivity and efficiency, reduc-
ing operational impact, and waste
reduction.

GLOBAL SOURCING EXPO MELBOURNE 2025 DRAWS

OVER 5,000 VISITORS

The Global Sourcing Expo Melbourne, held from 18—
20 November at the Melbourne Convention and Exhi-
bition Centre, has wrapped up an exceptional edition
that demonstrated strong international engagement,
commercial opportunity and industry momentum.
Over three dynamic days, the Expo welcomed over
5,000 visitors, marking an impressive 8% increase
from 2024 and highlighting the growing relevance of
the event within Australia’s sourcing, retail and manu-
facturing landscape.

Many attendees commented on the strength of con-
nections and conversations facilitated at the event,
with one visitor sharing, “The Global Sourcing Expo
has opened up so many opportunities for my business
and I've been able to connect with so many people
face-to-face.” Feedback like this demonstrates the
Expo’s ongoing commitment to delivering meaningful
engagement and valuable trade outcomes.

Together with the co-located China Clothing Textile
Accessories Expo, this year’s event featured 800+
exhibitors from more than 16 countries, showcas-
ing cutting-edge products, manufacturing excellence
and global sourcing capabilities across apparel, tex-
tiles, accessories, footwear, homewares and supply
chain services. Visitors explored a diverse and inno-
vative range of international suppliers, uncovering
new partnerships and fresh opportunities across key
global markets.

The Global Sourcing Seminar Program explored top-
ics shaping global sourcing today, including the rap-
id evolution of artificial intelligence in sourcing and
product development, the increasing importance of
sustainability and responsible manufacturing, the
fast-changing dynamics of eCommerce and digital re-
tail, and the latest shifts in sourcing trends and global
supply chain strategies.
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US-BASED OPENAI ROLLS OUT SHOPPING RESEARCH
TOOL FOR SMARTER BUYING

OpenAl has launched shopping research, a new Chat-
GPT experience that performs in-depth product dis-
covery for users by analysing up-to-date information
across the internet.

The tool, now rolling out to logged-in users on Free,
Go, Plus, and Pro plans, aims to reduce the time spent
comparing products by offering personalised buyer’s
guides, clarifying questions, and real-time refinement
based on user feedback.

The feature is powered by a reinforcement-trained
version of GPT-5 mini, designed specifically for com-
plex shopping tasks. It gathers live pricing, availability,
reviews, specs, and images from trusted retail sources
and cites them directly.

“We trained it to read trusted sites, cite reliable sourc-

es, and synthesise information across many sources
to produce high-quality product research. We also
designed it to be an interactive experience that could
update and refine its research in real time—incorpo-
rating new constraints and adjusting to feedback on
user product preferences—resulting in a response
that feels both well-researched and personalised,”
OpenAl said on its website.

Users can launch the tool from suggested prompts or
the (+) menu. Once activated, it opens a visual inter-
face where ChatGPT asks about budget, performance
expectations, intended use, and key preferences. If
memory is enabled, the tool can incorporate past
user context—such as hobbies or past queries—to
deliver more tailored results.

AUNDE TO ESTABLISH POLYESTER RECYCLING PLANT

Automotive textiles leader Aunde,
headquartered in Monchenglad-
bach, Germany, has entered into a
strategic cooperation with PreZero
to establish a plant for recycling poly-
ester-containing textile waste into
new high-quality polyester granules.
With over 127 production sites
in 29 countries and more than
22,000 employees worldwide,
Aunde supplies textiles and leath-
er, vehicle seats, technical springs,
foam moulded parts and interior
and composite components to
the automotive industry. In addi-
tion to Aunde products, the group

sanatnassaji.com [

also supplies under the brands
Isringhausen, Fehrer and Reinert.
PreZero's services range from waste
managementandrecyclingsolutions
to effective sustainability consult-
ing. Headquartered in Neckarsulm,
Germany, the company has around
4,800 employees at 120 locations.
The production of polyester fibres
is continuously increasing world-
wide, Aunde observes, but around
99% of recycled polyester fibres
are currently based on PET bottle
flakes which can be used more ef-
ficiently in a closed loop by the
packaging industry. This is lead-

ing to increased competition for
available recycled PET feedstock.
“As an international textile manu-
facturer for the automotive indus-
try, we see it as our responsibility
to actively help shape sustainable
solutions,” says CEO Peter Bolten.
“The cooperation with PreZero
will be a significant step towards
keeping textile materials in cir-
culation while reducing our de-
pendence on PET bottles and our
goal is to set a new standard in
textile recycling with this plant.”
The new plant is scheduled to be-
come operational during 2026.
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GLOBAL FUNCTIONAL APPAREL MARKET TO REACH
$505.80 BILLION BY 2026: REPORT

Fueled by a rising focus on health,
wellness, and advanced textile
technology, the global functional
apparel market is experiencing sig-
nificant expansion. According to a
report by Allied Market Research,
valued at $282.30 billion in 2018,
the market is projected to reach
$505.80 billion by 2026, growing at
a Compound Annual Growth Rate
(CAGR) of 7.7 per cent from 2019
to 2026. Europe was the largest re-
gional market in 2018, command-
ing a 30.2 per cent share.

A key category within technical tex-
tiles, functional apparel is highly

receptive to new product devel-
opment and technological break-
throughs in fiber and fabric materi-
als. The rapid emergence of these
garments is directly connected to
evolving consumer behavior.

The rise of the millennial genera-
tion is a primary influential trend.
Millennials prioritize a holistic ap-
proach to health and fitness, mak-
ing active lifestyles an integral part
of their daily routine. Functional
apparel manufacturers have suc-
cessfully built an emotional con-
nection with this demographic,
who actively seek clothing that

promotes fitness and activity.
Furthermore, the extensive ad-
vantages of activewear—including
water resistance, bi-stretchable
function, anti-bacterial fabric, and
wicking capabilities—are attracting
a growing number of participants in
physical activities. The female con-
sumer base for activewear is also
expanding rapidly due to a holistic
approach to sports and fitness. The
increasing adoption of athleisure
wear for everyday use, combined
with rising disposable incomes and
heightened fitness concerns, fur-
ther propels the market.

US’ T&A IMPORTS STABILIZE AT $80.5 BILLION IN 2025

Despite the ‘Liberation Day’ tariff shockwaves initiat-
ed in April 2025, US textile and apparel imports have
demonstrated remarkable resilience, stabilizing at
$80.5 billion through the first three quarters. While the
Trump administration’s aggressive reciprocal duties
successfully slashed Chinese shipments by 27 per cent,
the strategy failed to curb overall foreign production
influx. Instead, the market witnessed a massive region-
al realignment, as US buyers bypassed 30-40 per cent
tariff brackets by rerouting orders to lower-cost Asian
corridors.

The vacuum left by China’s $11.7 billion contraction
was rapidly filled by a 15.9 per cent surge in South-East
Asian imports, which reached $24.3 billion. Vietnam
and Bangladesh emerged as the primary beneficiaries
of this tectonic shift in sourcing. Vietnam, now the
US’s second-largest supplier, posted a 14.6 per cent

increase, while Bangladesh saw an even sharper 18.2
per cent jJump. Industry analysts at OTEXA suggest this
‘cluster sourcing’ model is a direct reaction to the uni-
versal 10 per cent baseline tariff, as retailers prioritize
high-volume nations that offer the narrowest margin
erosion.

While supply chains remained intact, the financial toll
is mounting. High-profile retailers like Victoria’s Secret
and Tapestry have reported projected tariff-related
headwinds exceeding $260 million for the fiscal year.
To avoid across-the-board price hikes, brands are ac-
celerating ‘Endless Aisle’ and omnichannel technolo-
gies to optimize inventory and offset a 16.8 per cent
average effective tariff rate - the highest since 1935. As
the industry moves into 2026, the challenge shifts from
finding new suppliers to absorbing a permanent 4 per
cent to 7 per cent increase in landed garment costs.

San’at Nassaji
va pooshak

Scientific, Technical and Economical Magazine

Slbgs 9 (Al wasivo

1
@
S
o
€
é‘
i
>
3

7y




EnglishiSectioni|

SUisgs 9 oaluws azino

PVP ojlasd (1 ok 65

7y

EU TEXTILE, CLOTHING INDUSTRY SOUNDS ALARM AS
IMPORTS SURGE, PRODUCTION SLUMPS

Europe’s textile and clothing industry, a vital ecosys-
tem comprising roughly 200,000 companies and 1.3
million workers with an annual turnover of €170 bil-
lion, is facing a severe structural threat driven by un-
even global competition. Data for the first half of 2025
reveals a crisis: textile production fell by 1.9% and
clothing production dropped by 5%, while employ-
ment decreased by up to 5% across the sector. This
contraction is fueled by a massive surge in non-com-
pliant foreign imports, which rose by 7.7% for textiles
and 12.3% for clothing during the same period.
Closing the customs “De Minimis” loophole

The industry’s representative body, EURATEX, warns
that this competitive imbalance stems largely from
the de minimis exemption. This loophole allows mil-
lions of low-value parcels (under €150) to enter the

EU daily without standard customs, VAT, or safety
checks. The problem is exacerbated by certain nation-
al postal operators in countries like Poland and Italy,
who are reportedly accelerating deliveries for ultra-
fast fashion platforms such as Temu, actively widening
the regulatory gap.

EURATEX President Mario Jorge Machado affirmed
that while the recent European Parliament resolu-
tion for stronger market surveillance is welcomed,
“the real test starts today.” The industry is demanding
decisive legislative action, specifically the abolition of
the de minimis exemption, to restore a level playing
field and prevent the further erosion of European in-
dustrial standards. The forthcoming ECOFIN meeting
on December 12 is viewed as a critical milestone for
enacting these overdue reforms.

INDIA’S T&A MARKET TO GROW TO $646.96 BILLION BY

Already a major economic engine,
India’s textile and apparel (T&A)
market is poised for significant
expansion over the next decade.
A new report from IMARC Group
notes, valued at $222.08 billion in
2024, the market is projected to
grow to $646.96 billion by 2033,
reflecting a strong CAGR of 11.98
per cent from 2025-33.

India’s textile sector is currently
at a critical transformation point,
blending its deep heritage in cot-
ton, silk, and artisanal crafts-
manship with cutting-edge mod-

sanatnassaji.com [

2033: IMARC GROUP

ern textile mills and brand-driven
fashion ecosystems

Growth is being fueled by a con-
fluence of strong market driv-
ers including rising disposable
incomes, brand-
conscious consumers, and the
expansion of both domestic and
international retail channels are
boosting demand for ready-to-
wear, athleisure, and premium
garments. There is also a notable
shift toward high-end fashion and
smart textiles.

Environmental awareness is driv-

increasingly

ing market changes, with demand
for ethical and environmentally
sustainable materials, recycled
fibers, plant-based fabrics, and
circular textile models growing
across the entire fashion value
chain.

Key initiatives, including the PM
MITRA textile parks, Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes for
man-made fibers, and digital sup-
port for weaver clusters, are ac-
celerating modernization efforts
and improving the country’s ex-
port competitiveness.
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* EU TEXTILE, CLOTHING INDUSTRY SOUNDS ALARM AS
IMPORTS SURGE, PRODUCTION SLUMPS

- Europe’s textile and clothing industry, a vital ecosystem compris-
ing roughly 200,000 companies and 1.3 million workers with an an-
nual turnover of €170 billion, is facing a severe structural threat
driven by uneven global competition...page63

* INDIA’S T&A MARKET TO GROW TO $646.96 BILLION BY
2033: IMARC GROUP

- India’s textile and apparel (T&A) market is poised for significant
expansion over the next decade. A new report from IMARC Group
notes, valued at $222.08 billion in 2024, the market is projected to
grow to $646.96 billion by 2033, reflecting a strong CAGR of 11.98
per cent from 2025-33...page63

* GLOBAL FUNCTIONAL APPAREL MARKET TO REACH
$505.80 BILLION BY 2026: REPORT

- According to a report by Allied Market Research, valued at $282.30
billion in 2018, the market is projected to reach $505.80 billion by
2026, growing at a Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 7.7 per
cent from 2019 to 2026....page62

* US’ T&A IMPORTS STABILIZE AT $80.5 BILLION IN 2025

- While the Trump administration’s aggressive reciprocal duties suc-
cessfully slashed Chinese shipments by 27 per cent, the strategy
failed to curb overall foreign production influx. Instead, the market
witnessed a massive regional realignment, as US buyers bypassed
30-40 per cent tariff brackets by rerouting orders to lower-cost
Asian corridors...Page 62
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*US-BASED OPENAI ROLLS OUT SHOPPING RESEARCH
TOOL FOR SMARTER BUYING

- The tool, now rolling out to logged-in users on Free, Go, Plus, and
Pro plans, aims to reduce the time spent comparing products by
offering personalised buyer’s guides, clarifying questions, and real-
time refinement based on user feedback...page61

*AUNDE TO ESTABLISH POLYESTER RECYCLING PLANT

- Automotive textiles leader Aunde, headquartered in Mdnchengla-
dbach, Germany, has entered into a strategic cooperation with
PreZero to establish a plant for recycling polyester-containing tex-
tile waste into new high-quality polyester granules...page61

*FESPA TO LAUNCH TEXTILE FOR GLOBAL TEXTILE
PRINTING COMMUNITY

- FESPA is building on its 60-year heritage in screen and digital printing
for textile applications with the launch of Textile, an event dedicated
to printed textiles, apparel and decor. The first edition will take place
alongside FESPA Global Print Expo, its co-located shows Personalisation
Experience, European Sign Expo, as well as the newly introduced Cor-
rugated event, at Fira Barcelona from 19-22 May 2026...page60

*GLOBAL SOURCING EXPO MELBOURNE 2025 DRAWS
OVER 5,000 VISITORS

-Over three dynamic days, the Expo welcomed over 5,000 visitors,
marking an impressive 8% increase from 2024 and highlighting the
growing relevance of the event within Australia’s sourcing, retail
and manufacturing landscape...page60
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